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NatalieBrown 
Sycamore City Reporter

On Tuesday night, over 50 girls audi-
tioned to be part of the 65th Girls State’s 
Talent Show. The nerves of those audition-
ing were running high as they waited in the 
darkened courtyard outside of the audition 
room. These girls all showed their deep 
dedication to their respective talents by 
signing up for audition spots well into the 
night. At lunch on Wednesday, the lucky 
ones chosen to perform were announced.

Finally, last night, this talented bunch 
showed everyone their incredible talents. 
From dancers, to musicians, to singers, all 
of the acts were absolutely amazing. The 
diversity of the acts represents the diver-
sity of Arizona Girls State. Similarly, the 
high level at which each girl performed 
showed the strength and dedication that all 
Girls State delegates possess.

Congratulations to all of the performers, 
and thank you for sharing your talents.

Road to the 
Talent Show

LillianKorinek 
Ocotillo City Reporter

Hey Arizona Girls State! It’s your 
“Gov’Na” here stopping by to congratu-
late everyone on their newly elected posi-
tions! This past week (well, five days) 
have been indescribable. I am so grateful 
for the incredible people I have met here, 
and the experiences I have had. To my 
juniper  girls, I will never forget our “215 
time”, Jedi fights in the hallways, and late 
nights spent making campaign materials.

It’s going to be incredibly hard to leave 
this place. Who can forget their dorm-mates, 
their cities, the shock of elections, or all the 
inside jokes? Yes, Arizona Girls State, we 
will FINALLY be able to remove “the Girls 
State goggles”, from our boy deprived eyes, 
however we will never be able to recreate 
the unique memories we have made. I hope 
you look back and smile when you think 
about the 65th session of Arizona Girls State. 
Ladies, go back into the world holding your 
heads high, because each and every one of 
you deserves to do so.

Words from 
Your Governor

ElizabethStolmeier 
Manzanita City Reporter

All sorts of fashions are on display in all 
sorts of ways here at Girls State. The most 
popular attire seams to be the generous 
flowing high-low dress. This dress allows 
for some fun visual aspects while still 
keeping a formed attire.

Since Girls Staters came from all 
spectrums of the high school status 
quo, there are a variety of personali-
ties. There’s the quietly involved ones 
who wear respectable dress pants and 
a blouse and there are the wildly effer-
vescent ones rocking the vintage looks. 
Possibly the most noticeably there is 
the beautiful women who can only be 
described as candidates at all times 
dressing respectably and setting the 
trend. Lastly, the average campaigners 
who dabble in a little of all the styles 
and generally run for city or county 
local offices.

Girls State 
Fashionistas

KelseyHackett 
Pinon City Reporter

Flag folding was one of the very first 
things were learned together here at Girls 
State. The symbolism behind it left girls 
proud of our country’s strong history. The 
process was done by three veterans, the 
Copper Knights, and their presentation 
inspired a project within Girls State. 

Throughout all cities, mini flags were 
folded by teenage girl hands in an effort 
to make as many flags as possible to send 
directly to soldiers of our nation. One city 
in particular did a little something special 
to honor and support the husband of their 
advisor. In the especially patriot moments 
of Girls State, Piñon’s own Mrs. Manning 
had to cope with a lot of emotion. 

Manning’s husband, AO3 Justin Man-
ning (AW), is a member of Navy squadron 
VAQ 135, the Black Ravens. He and his 
fellow sailors are currently in Afghanistan. 
I’ve never had to support the pressure 
of a military lifestyle or experience the 
strength it takes to watch a loved one go 
into active duty so I can only image the 
feelings behind them. 

We in Piñon City were ecstatic to hear 
that our flags would be sent to Mrs. Man-
ning’s beloved and brave husband and the 
rest of the Black Ravens. It takes so little 
time to fold such a little flag and yet they 
mean so much to our country and hope-
fully they will mean a lot to their recipi-
ents as well. Piñon City couldn’t have 
asked for a better City advisor and they 
collectively wish the best for both Mr. and 
Mrs. Justin Manning. 

Stars and Stripes for Heroes 
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CatherinePharris 
Mesquite City Reporters

What school do you go to? Do you have a boy-
friend? There is something special about the young 
women who attend Girls State. They are bright, 
curious, passionate women, but what’s even more 
unique is the lifelong friendships that are created 
from such short acquaintances. Simple questions 
can bond two people from the similarities or even 
staying up until the wee hours of the night talking 
about school, boys, or just life in general.

If you ask any delegate of Girls State her favorite 
part of her experience she would say the amazing 
experiences she had because of the marvelous girls 
she shared them with. It does not matter whether 
we live in opposite sides of the city or state, we will 
always have fond memories of each other and hope-
fully stay in touch.

Now we are faced with the problem that the week 
is almost over and reality will soon begin again. We 
will never be all together again so we must become 
facebook friends, exchange phone numbers, or even 
skype user names. Treasure the remaining time 
we have left, even the long walks in the sun or the 
sudden exhaustion when we have speakers because 
never again will you meet such a group of phenom-
enal girls.

The Girls of 
Girls State

CourtneyRobertson 
Cholla City Reporter

During “Meet the Candidates” night and the 
election speeches, the question that consistently 
occurred was, “What makes you stand out among 
the other candidates?”

This frequent question was among the most dif-
ficult to answer. At their schools, the candidates 
here at Girls State have the qualifications of being 
Student Body President, a member of National 
Honor Society, being in numerous amounts of 
advanced placement classes and juggling a diverse 
load of extra curricular activities. Many delegates 
stood up to deliver their speeches only to say some-
thing along the lines of, “I’m organized and a great 

leader...but so are all of the candidates.” Indeed 
every citizen of Girls State possesses these attri-
butes. After all, that is exactly the reason all of the 
delegates were chosen to represent our schools. 

When elections occur at schools, the girls easily 
stand out in a population of students with differing 
ambitions. However, there is not a girls here who 
lacks ambition and the skills to conquer the tasks of 
any position from city to state. Working with all of 
these creative and talented girls is an opportunity 
to truly treasure. This session of Girls State will be 
looked on as containing young women who will win 
Nobel Peace Prizes, discover the cure for cancer or 
solve societal issues with innovative solutions the 
world has never experienced.

What Makes You Stand Out?

MargaretEvans 
Ironwood City Reporter

After his speech, I went up to County Attorney 
Jim Walsh, used my fancy press badge, and asked 
him some questions.

Margaret: What is the most unrealistic part of 
shows like law and order?

Mr. Walsh: The length and amount of trials on those 
shows are really unrealistic. 95% of cases don’t go 
trial. Criminal attorneys also do not try so many cases, 
about less than 10 a year. Cases also are not as fast as 
one episode, they can take months and months.

Margaret: How much involvement in investiga-
tions do County Attorneys actually have?

Mr. Walsh: Not much, when an attorney tries a 
case he has a certain amount of immunity. However, 
if she becomes too involved in a case, her immunity 
goes away.

Margaret: Any advice for aspiring lawyers?
Mr. Walsh: I recommend getting a good legal 

education and lots of experience.
Mr. Jim Walsh also explained the victims rights 

aspect of his job. His office sends out over 40,000 
notices to victims and their families per year. And 
when Kate from Palo Verde asked Mr. Walsh what 
his favorite part of his job is? “I like a little variety, 
I like to think on my feet.” Like Mr. Walsh, I think 
we all enjoy a little unpredictably.

A Little  
Unpredictability
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AlessiDeBartolo 
Palo Verde City Reporters

All of the advisors do so much for all of 
us, because of that Palo Verde city wanted 
to thank their advisor and say what she 
meant to them. Miss Stone is an amaz-
ing woman, and has truly made this week 
better then ever.  

“What I love most about Miss Stone 
is that she is always telling us that it is 
okay to lose, and if you don’t put yourself 
out there, even if your scared of losing, 
you will never know what your capable 
of. So she inspires our entire city to run 
for something, even if we didn’t think 
we could have when we first came here, 
she made us believe that we could do 
whatever we set our minds to” said Alysa 
McCormick.

If it were not for our sweet, caring advi-
sor a lot of us would not have felt confi-
dence in running for different positions. 

She was constantly encouraging us all to 
get involved. She herself was apart of Girl 
State, so she could easily relate to what we 
are all going through, and only encourage 
us all week.

“I think Miss Stone is so much fun, she 
is kind of just like one of us. I have just 
really enjoyed having her as an advisor” 
said Shruti Patel.

Miss Stone is not only a great advisor, 
but she also made sure she learned all our 
names, and got to know each of us on a 
more personal level.

“I think she is an awesome advisor she is 
always personable and she will always be 
there for you, I talked to her last night about 
a few problems I have and she listened, she 
didn’t blow me off like yesterdays news. 
Which was nice” said Tawnie Morris.

“I like that Miss Stone is able to relate 
to us on a personal level, she has become 
more of one of our personal friends and 
she will share stories with us about her 

life, and in turn we share ours with her” 
said McKenzie O’Donnell.

“I like that Miss Stone listens to what 
we say and tries to relate with everything 
that we put out there” said Skylar Saa-
thoff.

Everyone of the Palo Verde cities girls 
agree that this week would be more chal-
lenging to get through if it were not for 
her.

“I think Miss Stone is amazing, I do not 
think there are any other words for her” 
said Katerina Grainger.

She is also super cute!
“She is so cute always dresses her best 

and she really makes me feel comfortable.  
I always feel I can share anything with her 
and she is a good mentor and someone to 
look up to” said by Kathryn Middleton. 

These are not all of the Palo Verde girls, 
but every girl feels the same. We love you 
Miss Stone, and thank you for believing in 
all of us. 

Thanks to Our Advisor

MargaretEvans 
Ironwood City Reporter

Who doesn’t love Disney? The Iron-
wood girls certainly do, a Disney film is 
the inspiration for Ironwood’s theme: Ara-
bian Nights.

During icebreakers the girls discovered 
they shared a love for the classic film 
Aladdin. Just like that, they had their 
theme.

It was like in the Wizard of OZ, a great 
film, although not Disney, when Dorothy 
stepped into OZ the world went from 
black and white to technicolor. Doors were 
turned into a veritable bazaar, and hun-
dreds of hand cut paper stars were strung 
from the ceiling. Doors became a snake 
charmers shop, a mystic fortune tellers 
shop, magic carpet and camel tours. Even 
the bathroom became a sauna.

“The festivities and creativity of all the 
doors accurately portrays how wonderful 
and creative all of the Ironwood Knights 
are,” said Mayor Victoria Towers. All the 
Girls State delegates are invited to come 
and have a tour. I think we can all agree 
that Ironwood is truly inspired.

Ironwood 
Gets 

Inspired
EmilyOviedo  
& RhiannonDaly 
Mimosa City Reporters

When you’re at school stressing over an 
upcoming exam, your crazy best friend is 
there to keep the mood fun. At home, your 
mom gives you coming of age sentiments 
or makes cookies to lighten your load. But 
when you come to a place where everyone 
is unknown, where is the shoulder to lean 
on? This is where roommates come into 
play. 

While many have never shared a 
room with another person, it is quickly 
realized that having a roommate is 
essential to success here. At the end of 
a long, action-packed day a roommate 
acts as your best friend. She exchanges 
secrets and laughs, giving life anec-
dotes and quirky remarks. She is 
family, pushing you on to run for your 
office of choice, encouraging and sup-
porting your campaign. She is whom 
you relax with, the girl who sees you 
behind the scenes. Strength here comes 
from not only the individual’s heart, but 
also the loyal, supporting roommate.

Girls 
State 

Confidant
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CrystalHobbs 
Manzanita City Reporter

All the cities here are very competi-
tive! Every city wants to win Capital City. 
Walking to lunch is like walking with a 
bunch of crazy girls drunk off monster. 
I’m sure everybody has a deficiency on 
sanity right now! Nobody has slept. Every 
chance my roommate and I get, we run to 
our fridge and force down a cold soda. 

All the advisers say you’ll sleep when 
you get home! However, all these girls 
wish we could party all night, then sleep 
in late. I suppose it’s true about not getting 
any sleep here, but we have all definitely 
had an amazing time when we’re awake. 
When we all get home, I hope you receive 
amazing dreams!

Got Sleep?

BreannaTurrentine 
Palo Verde City Reporter

Who are the positive, energetic, happy 
girls who wear pink shirts while leading 
and interacting with Girls State delegates? 
These hilarious lovely ladies would be 
known as the Junior Counselors - infor-
mally know as the Pink Ladies.

The JC members helped create a wel-
coming and safe environment since the 
very first day at Girls State. Whether it be 
dancing and cheering for entertainment, 
visiting city to city answering questions 
or becoming crossing guards, the Junior 
counselors are truly amazing.

Supai County Junior Counselor’s Brandi 
Badilla and Olivia Brancati are 2 of the 8 
JCs. Their personalities make them stand 
out which is enjoyed by those around. 
They start off group chants (happily 
involving delegates), communicate and 
laugh with everyone while doing cross-
walks, and show off some groovy dance 

moves with their “stunner shades” on and 
music playing around when visiting Palo 
Verde City.

These two girls sometimes seem to be 
everywhere at once and sometimes no 
where to be found. They run around to 
help as many people as possible, they 
make sure 2012 delegates are comfortable 
and stress free. Brandi and Olivia spread 
their cheerful, positive spirits and enthusi-
asm. The two “Pink Ladies” often express 
their nice opinions about staff members (3 
in particular). Together they state, “Some-
day we want to be as beautiful as Mrs. 
Vietri, have the swag of Mrs. B. Matteson, 
and look as good as Mrs. Maklary.”

Thank you to all the Pink Ladies for 
their magnificent effort and care when put-
ting everyone before themselves. If ever 
needed, they are here to help. Girls State 
appreciates the behind the scenes work 
that the Pink Ladies do to keep this unbe-
lievable program running smoothly and 
efficiently.

Pink Ladies

JessicaSousa 
Ocotillo City Reporter

Within the past 24 hours all of the Girls 
State citizens responsibilities have drasti-
cally increased. The 20 Senators and 44 
Representatives newly elected to state 
offices are hard at work composing bills 
and making proposals. In all of the coun-
ties, the citizens have been collectively 
and productively making strides within 
their books. All 12 cities have also been 
working on their books and are putting on 
the finishing touches. 

Newly elected Secretary of State Kris-
ten Bolte says, “As exhausting as all the 
events are, it’s for only one week and 
everything has been really great!”

I with the best of luck to all of our new 
elected officials and their extraordinary 
plans for Girls State!

Girls State  
Hard at Work

AishaSubhan 
Juniper City Reporter

There is not doubt that Wednesday (Elec-
tion Day) was the most hectic day at Girls 
State thus far. The entire dormitory was 
decorated with posters made form scratch.

Tuesdays “Meet the Candidate” Night was 
probably more helpful than the posters for the 
election process. One-on-one conversations 
make each candidate a little more memorable.

Due to the lack of time, Primary elec-
tions were based on candidates name and 
number, besides previous encounters with 
the candidates.

Despite the extreme cut down after pri-
mary elections all candidates did receive 
something, experience. Hopefully all can-
didates feel comfortable in their decision 
to run no matter what the outcome was 
and leave Girls State with no regrets.

Difficult Road 
for Elections
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MargaretEvans 
Ironwood City Reporter

Every girl here is intel-
ligent, yep, all of us. We’re 
here because we are some of 
the best and brightest in our 
schools, yeah, we are pretty 
cool. To quote Pride and 
Prejudice, one of the signs of 
an accomplished young lady 
is, “she must further her mind 
with extensive reading!” So I 
went around and interviewed 
girls from several cities to see 
what the Girls State delegates 
are reading. 

Some series just take off, 
automatic best-sellers and 
Girls Staters just love them. 
Girls from Yucca and Syca-
more all love Harry Potter and 
The Hunger Games series. We 
also love the classics: one of 
the girls from Ocotillo loves 
The Scarlet Letter. Stephanie 
Meyer was popular as Palo 
Verde loves Twilight and 
Mimosa  girls like The Host.

Kaylan Fodor form Ocotillo is 
one for the classics too, parce-
que elle aime Les Miserables.

Pinon had an interesting mix 
of favorite titles: The Lord 
of the Rings and The Great 
Gatsby. Fantasy was also pop-
ular, Carly Schmidt from Iron-
wood and myself spent lunch 
discussing our mutual love of 
Diana Wynne Jones’ Howl’s 
Moving Castle. Cholla loves 
Harry Potter too, even going 
so far as to decorate some of 
their doors as Hogwarts and 
Gringotts Bank. Juniper likes 
Nicholas Sparks. And what of 
our new Secretary of State? 
The charming Kristen Bolte 
likes The Hunger Games, A 
Tale of Two Cities and George 
Orwell’s 1984.

Although our tastes vary 
from sci-fi to sparks, we all 
love books. So I feel safe in 
saying, and I think Mr. Darcy 
would agree, we have some 
very accomplished, very liter-
ary ladies.

Some Very  
Literary Ladies

MaryTurner & Nata-
lieBrown 
Sycamore City Report-
ers

Yesterday morning was 
the morning that we have all 
been waiting for! The general 
election results were finally 
announced early yesterday 
morning.  We all learned who 
our new elected leaders were.  
All of the girls that ran were 
absolutely incredible and we 
would like to extend our sin-
cere congratulations to all of 
the winners. Congratulations to 
newly elected Governor Lillian 
Korinek and Secretary of State 
Kristen Bolte.  

As the Sycamore reporters, 
we would like to specifically 
recognize all of the Sycamore 

superheroes that ran for office 
and those that were all elected.  
A wise Sycamore once said, 
“The joys of Girl State will 
stay with us for forever and 
ever!” 

Today, everyone will be 
able to get into their jobs and 
responsibilities and Arizona 
Girls State will be running 
along without a single hitch.  
We would like to thank all of 
the incredible Sycamore girls, 
all of the delegates, and the 
auxiliary members for making 
this week a week that will 
never be forgotten.  

Have a great final day, and a 
great rest of the summer! We 
hope this experience has ben-
efited all of you lovely ladies 
and it has been a pleasure get-
ting to know all of you!

General Election 
Results 
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“The election process was 
really crazy but really cool. It 
was great listening to people’s 

ideas.”

- Payton Stafford, 
Juniper

“Campaigning was over-
whelming. I thought of all the 
girls staying up late. Whistle 
stop helped me decide who to 

vote for. Go politics!”

- Mary Outcast, 
Mesquite

“I was shy so I thought it was 
cool people were so out there.”

- Gabrielle Mapes, 
Pinon

“Much faster than I expected, 
but overall I felt like it did 

mimic a real election.”

- Elizabeth Bradley, 
Ironwood

What did you think of the 
election process?

“Elections were impressive! 
Everyone was able to do so 

much in a little time!”

- Rebekah Le, 
Saguaro

“I wish ladies took more time 
to get to know their voters. 

Things could have been a little 
more genuine.”

- Jaqueline Ibarra, 
Cholla

“There were so many posters.”

- Ashley Chastain, 
Pinon

“I didn’t participate because it 
makes me nervous - everyone 

was great!”

- Lydia Smart, 
Ocotillo

“Fast paced but fun.

- Valerie Stone, 
Sycamore

AishaSubhan & LillianKorinek 
Juniper City Reporters

KelseyHackett 
Pinon City Reporter

What do you think Glee Club 
adds to your Girls State 

experience?
“I get to show my personal 

strength in this group of 
talented girls and it’s nice to 

find a little piece of home with 
the people I get to share this 

experience with.”

-Shalae Flores, 
Palo Verde

“I think it’s a good way to get 
involved, like in a school thing. 

You’re just doing what you 
love, expressing yourself.”

-Allissabeth Johnson, 
Piñon

“Meeting a lot of different 
girls from different cities that I 
probably would not have seen 

at Girls State if I stuck with the 
parties or counties.”

-Jacqueline Baker,  
Juniper

Are you musically involved 
elsewhere?

“I’m in the marching band at 
my high school, Bradshaw. 

I play clarinet; I have for the 
past three years of high school. 

I’ll be section leader next 
year!”

-Ashley Scholes, 
Cholla

“I’m in marching and concert 
band at my school, Buckeye. I 
pretty much play all the instru-

ments needed.”

-Mary Ahlstrom, 
Manzanita

“I had experience singing in 
church but that’s about it. Here 
at Girls State, girls inspired me 
to sing to my full potential and 
feel confident while doing it.”

-Melissa Montes de Oca, 
Juniper

“No, my school doesn’t really 
have anything except for ath-

letics. I decided to get involved 
because of the show Glee. I’ve 
been a faithful Gleek for three 

seasons now!”

-Tori Thomas, 
Piñon

“A fishing date with Zac 
Efron.”

- Andrea Titra, 
Mimosa

“April 25th because it is not 
too cold. All you need is a light 

jacket.”

- Gabrielle Mapes, 
Pinon

What would your dream 
date be like?

“My perfect date would  be 
with Peeta Mallark from teh 

Hunger Games. He, of course, 
would bake me some bread.”

- Kate Middleton, 
Palo Verde

“My perfect date would be 
with my boyfriend. Simple yet 

perfect”

- Jaqueline Ibarra, 
Cholla


