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Girls State is more than just learning

Welcome to the 76th Annual Ari-
zona Girls State session. Con-
gratulations on being chosen as 

a delegate. Your leadership and academic 
skills have given you the opportunity to 
represent your school, community and 
local American Legion Auxiliary Unit at 
this amazing program.

We as staff are proud to have you here 
and hope that your learning experience is 
one that you will take with you.

Girls State Sponsorship
Girls State is sponsored by The Ameri-

can Legion Auxiliary. The Auxiliary is 
dedicated to helping veterans as well as our 
future leaders, such as you.

Established in the early twentieth cen-
tury, the Auxiliary has grown to nearly one 
million members. In 1919, the American 
Legion Auxiliary was created, dedicated to 
supporting the United States Armed Forces 
and all of the veterans.

Today, the ALA has over twenty national 
programs that benefi t through money and 
other donations. Two of the ALA’s most 
well known programs are Girls State and 
Girls Nation.

New Experiences
This week is going to be full of new 

adventures and new experiences. Some 
good and some perhaps not so good. We do 
hope that you consider each experience a 
stepping stone for your future. 

Your fi rst day brought you to a dorm 
fi lled with new and exciting young women 
who were just are nervous as you. Yet, each 
of you took time to either stand out in the 
hall and create a greeting line or wander 
from room to room introducing your self 
and saying hello. 

Each day here will bring fun and learning 
with all the excitement of something new. 
Did we mention lack of sleep? The sleep 

thing never really gets better with all those 
exciting emotions and all the new stories. 
Yet, the lack of sleep will be worth all the 
great memories.

The week to come
During this week you will learn about 

city, county and state government with 
emphasis being placed on political parties, 
campaigns and elections. 

That is right, there will be Federalist and 
Nationalist parties. Party rallies here we 
come!!

Also there will be voting and a general 
meet the candidate night. This night gives 
you a chance to get out there and show the 
entire state why you would be perfect for 
each offi ce. Get out there and be creative.

Within your city you will be able to run 
for offi ces, set laws and create your very 
own city. Creations from businesses to 
parks and recreational facilities. 

Did we mention that you will get to dec-
orate your city. Each door in your city will 
represent a business within your commu-
nity. Be creative and show your design side, 
These will also be judged for awards!!!

While the cities are important please do 
not forget about the county and state posi-
tions as well. There will be lots of county 
positions to run for as well as state positions. 

Did we mention Governor or how about 
Secretary of State? Don’t forget the illusive 
Girls Nation Senators as well.

Fun, Fun and MORE FUN
This week there will not only be meet-

ings and speeches, there will be FUN. 
There will be leisure time in the dorms and 
perhaps some outside activities to keep 
down stress.

We have glee club that will be practic-
ing all week to sing us some amazing songs 
during our Magical Evening on Friday. 

There will be a talent show held on 
Thursday evening. A fun way for each of 
you to show off your talent. Please keep an 

eye out for the sign up sheet.
Did you see the mention of the magical 

evening? Oh yes we have a wonderful eve-
ning of dinner and harmony planned with 
some very special guests.

We will round off our week with an awe-
some court trial on Friday!! Your court offi -
cials that you elect later this week will be 
working on that one.

Oh and of course there will be PIZZA!! 
Yes there is even a pizza party this week.

Don’t forget all of our wonderful guest 
speakers that are sure to keep you laughing 
and learning.

Please Remember
Please be respectful of the staff and other 

citizens as we are all here to learn and have 
fun.
DO NOT FORGET THE 3 B’S:
• Book - Girls State Book
• Bag - If you carry one
• Bottle - Water bottle 

Be mindful of your things in your rooms. 
If you have valuables that you would like 
to have secured please see your City Advi-
sor. Keep an eye on those room keys as you 
do not want to get locked out of your room.

Never leave your city without fi rst sign-
ing out or letting your advisor know where 
you are going and why.

If you are feeling ill or become injured 
remember to see the nurse. Don’t wait if you 
feel sick. The nurses are located on the 5th 
fl oor.

B’s Stop & Shop!!
B’s Stop & Shop is our offi cial Arizona 

Girls State Store. They have so much to 
offer, from t-shirts, blankets, stickers, 
cards, snacks, key chain accessories, and 
SO MUCH MORE!! Stop by the store and 
see what wonders they have to offer. Do 
not fret there will be a day of shopping for 
each city this week as well as plenty of time 
to stop throughout the week.. 

WELCOME TO GIRLS STATE!!

BY MRS. MEAD
AZGS Managing Editor
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Do you have that one special talent that sets 
you a part from the rest? Do you love to sing, 
dance or act on stage? If you answered yes 

to either of these questions then we want you for our 
Annual Talent Night!

Thursday has been set aside just for you to show 
all of us here your very own talent. Strut your stuff or 
rock the rafters with that amazing voice.

Of course no talent show is complete without the 
auditions. All talented citizens are encouraged and 
must attend the auditions in order to participate. 
The sign up sheet is already down on the window of 
offi ce on the fi rst fl oor near fl ag.

Remember to bring all of your needed materials 
for your talent with you at the time of auditions as 

we need to see exactly what it is you will be doing 
for the show.

For all questions and comments concerning the 
event, please see Mrs. Shields in room 628 or Ms. 
Laughlin in room 414.

Prepare to be entertained at the 
Annual Girls State Talent Show!

Meet Your AZGS Reporters

Say hello to your Girls State Independent report-
ers. These lovely ladies will be writing articles 
regarding your cities during our week here at 

Girls State. 
From Palo Verde:
Maria Leon and Ayana Molina
From Juniper:
Jordan Casey and Camila Lavayen
From Pinon:
Delia Riley and Gargee Tamboli
From Ocotillo:
Sydney Schurz and Juliana Li

From Cholla:
Sarah Kibby and Starry Hopkins
From Manzanita:
Amelia Cooney and Kailyn Harper
From Yucca:
Sania Patel and Payton Robbins
From Saguaro:
Reidiny Aguirre and Megan Burke
From Sycamore:
Gabriella Comer and Elyse Gonzales
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76th Annual Girls State begins 
with registration and greetings

Yesterday each of you began your 
journey to Girls State by packing 
up the car and heading to Tucson 

with your parents and family. Some of 
you traveled all the way from the Grand 
Canyon while others came from Yuma and 
all over in between.

Once you arrived you started out in line 
waiting to get your fi rst set of instructions 
and see just how this week was going to be.

First you started with a warm greeting 
from the UofA staff giving you your hand-
book and room assignments. The wonder-
ful staff was so gracious to lend us a hand 
checking you in today.

Next it was off to see the nurses where you 
dropped off those wonderful yellow cards 
and the parents could chat with our team of 
nurses that you will see off and on all week. 
They are awesome and very caring!

Now you turn and off to the Store/
Bank where you meet our lovely store 
staff and have the opportunity to bank 

your money so that you do not lose it this 
week. Remember you will have plenty of 
opportunity this week to stop in the store 
and pick up some great items, like shirts, 
blankets, bookmarks, stickers, snacks and 
of course WATER!!!

After the bank it was off to yet another room 
where you were greeted by the UofA staff to 
help you get the room key for your new home 
away from home for the week! Please be sure 
and keep those keys on your lanyard and do 
not loose them!! Also be mindful when closing 
your doors so as not to lock yourself or your 
roommate out of your room.

Next you were off to have your amaz-
ing picture taken for your photo ID badge 
that you will be wearing during your week 
here at Girls State. Please be sure to always 
have this on as it is part of your uniform.

Then it was off to get those new beautiful 
berry colored shirts that will tell everyone 
on campus that WE ARE GIRLS STATE in 
a sea of beautiful berry. Don’t worry about 
only getting two, there will be laundry days, 
we promise.

Finally it was off to the elevator where 
the advisors told your parents that it was 
time to leave you to adventure Girls State 
on your own. Don’t worry they will see you 
again on Saturday!!

Once you stepped out of the elevator you 
were greeted by our amazing junior coun-
selors who helped get you headed to your 
new city. 

Here you were greeted by your City 
advisor as well as your new city citizens. 
Remember that you will be with these 
ladies for the next week so make the best 
of each situation.

Now that you are in your rooms and 
beginning the program take a quick moment 
to thank those that helped get you here 
today. Each of the Girls State staff members 
have volunteered their time to help make 
this a wonderful experience for each one of 
you. If you see them wondering the cities or 
during session give them a quick thanks for 
everything. They are sure to enjoy it.

Have a great week and enjoy every 
moment!

Do you love to sing or play an instru-
ment? How about lead the choir 
during a big show? If you said yes 

to either then we have the club for you! 
Come on down and join our Glee Club.

We are looking for talented young ladies 
to perform at our Magical Evening dinner. 
After all, what is dinner without a little 
music?

The fi rst meeting and auditions will be 

held on Monday starting at 4:15pm in the 
Great room 140. Please be sure to bring 
your instruments with you if you have 
them. Also perhaps a few song ideas as 
well. Please note you must be present at the 
fi rst meeting in order to participate.

If you have questions please see Mrs. 
McMullen in room 214.

Good luck ladies and we cannot wait to 
hear those wonderful chords on Friday.

Calling all Glee Club enthusiasts

BY MRS. MEAD
AZGS Managing Editor

Arizona
Girls State

Picture Show

Be a part of the 
Arizona Girls State Slide Show 

by sending us your 
selfi es, group pics and 

all out fun times!

Email to photos@azgirlsstate.com 
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Last night was an amazing first night. 
There were many wonderful speak-
ers and lots of fun. To open the 

evening our color guard posted our very 
patriotic colors. We were introduced to our 
wonderful Governor Esther Malish and 
Secretary of State Stella Lipson. Each wel-
comed you and wished you the best time 
here at Girls State as well and to reach for 
your goals and make the best of the week 
you have here.

Next we had greetings from three of our 
state government officials. Senator Sinema 
was gracious and excited to welcome you 
all here and wishing you a great week.

Senator Kelly reminded all of us how 
far women have come in politics and how 
great it is to see the accomplishments and 
legacies being made.

One of our AZ Alumni, State Treasurer 
Kimberly Yee welcomed you all and talked 
about her experience at Girls State and 
explained a breakdown of the Arizona 
executive branch. What a great speech.

We had a wonderful flag ceremony pre-
sented by Post 36’s Copper Knight Color 
Guard and Ms. Solis. During this presenta-
tion the 13 folds of the flag were explained 
so that you will be able to understand why 
these ceremonies are so important and such 
a treasure. It gives true meaning and respect 
to all those who have fought bravely for 
this country.

Following the amazing flag presentation 
you saw a video from Mrs. Sandra Rice that 
explained the purpose of Girls State and 
how important it is to be yourself. Each one 
of you is special and has potential. Stand 
out and be yourself. Don’t let others make 
your decisions for you. Just B U.

We enjoyed an amazing presentation for 
the lovely ladies on staff. This presenta-
tion explained all about the American 
Legion Auxiliary and how we help not 
only our veterans but our communities 
as well. Awesome job ladies for the great 
presentation.

Let’s not forget our wonderful and 
talented JC’s, who modeled for us just 
before dinner. These lovely ladies were 

kind enough to show you all the store has 
to offer. Remember “Stop N’ Shop” has 
all that you are looking for while you are 
here at Girls State. From clothes, blankets, 
stickers and all sorts of snacks and drinks.

After dinner we enjoyed more learning 
and fun from two guest speakers. 

We started with our very own Arizona 
Secretary of State, Adrian Fontes. He gave 
us a great presentation on the function of 
political parties. What a great start to our 
week of guest speakers.

Next we closed the night with Chris King 
speaking on the role of Precinct Commit-
teemen. He started us off with some dad 
jokes and then really got into some great 
information. He really kept us all capti-
vated with all sorts of information. Such an 
interactive speaker.

Ladies a great job on all the wonderful 
and interesting questions. Way to stay on 
topic and keep our speakers thinking. Keep 
it up this week with all of the wonderful 
guest speakers to come.

As our Governor stated, remember to 
participate and stay involved.

Opening Session At Girls State
BY MRS. MEAD 
AZGS Managing Editor


